LIFE  OF   LORD   REDESDALE
tors who were well acquainted with every argument on
either side.  A debate in the Lords rarely passed without
Lord Redesdale's expressing his views at length and with
much force. He invariably opposed any measure calculated
to increase the power of the Irish Roman Catholic clergy,
and his gloomy prophecies of the dangers of granting them
fuller religious concessions carried weight with the peers.
His main arguments have already been given and need not
be recapitulated here. In other directions he took a lively
and sympathetic interest in Irish Affairs and seldom lost
an opportunity, either public or private, of elaborating
his views on die only means by which she could attain
to peace and prosperity.   The judicial mismanagement
which was rife throughout the country received his sternest
censure. In 1822 he remarked that he * * had been acquainted
with Ireland for twenty years and he was sorry to say that
there existed two sorts of justice, the one for the rich and
the other for the poor, and both equally maladministered."
The shouts of loyalty for the King had hardly died
away and His Majesty had barely returned to England
when disorders and outrages broke out with a violence
never known before.  The land was ravaged by famine,
and many crimes were committed by the starving peasantry
that they might be housed and fed in gaol.   Tortures,
assassinations and robbery were of daily and nightly
occurrence.   Oaths were taken to refuse the payment of
tithes, rents and taxes, and the magistrates declared they
were powerless without the help of the military.   The
jealousies and quarrels between the upper classes and the
lawlessness of the lower "made a great part of the island
a tempestuous scene of violence, iniquity and disorder."
Lord Wellesley had succeeded Lord Talbot as Lord
Lieutenant;   his .conciliatory  attitude  to   the   Roman
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